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near death himself. He arrived at a village and left his driver
in the car while he went up to the lines. When he returned,
the car was smashed and the driver, who had been his servant
since Oxford days, was dead at the wheel. The Prince gathered
the man's belongings into his handkerchief and carried them
back to Headquarters.
Through these experiences, the Prince's will, and his know-
ledge, were increasing towards the time when he was able to
say: "In those four years I mixed with men. In those four
years I found my manhood." In this search he did not become
more docile, nor was he more inclined to accept judgments
from his elders without question. He tried to stand upon his
traditions as upon a hill and not be engulfed by them. His
thoughts were his own, but his actions were enough to suggest
the way these thoughts were straying. The Emperor of Germany
had been wrong when he said that Prince Edward was "far
from being a pacifist." He was not a sentimentalist over man's
need for self-protection, but he did not forget the lesson of his
four years on service. In 1929, when he spoke at the British
Industries Fair, he said that he hoped for a day when, "if two
nations want to fight, there will be some power which will say,
'Move on!' the same as a London policeman would say if he
found two men fighting in the street."
The Prince's impatience with his superior officers did not
abate. General Maude said that he was always "anxious"
to be with him when he went to the front trenches, and
another officer, who was asked to watch over him, sighed
with relief when the Prince was transferred. "Thank Heaven
he's going," he said. "This job will turn my hair grey. ... He
insists on tramping in the front lines." In the history of the
Welsh Guards, Major Dudley Ward writes of an occasion when
the Prince "came up to the line and the guns started to drop
shells all around him, so that he and General Gathorne-Hardy
had to double across to some pill-boxes in the Grenadier
lines."
Two more pictures of the Prince's war service are important
in a study of his growing character. When King George V
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